every one feared him on account of Ms determined char-
acter, and radical methods of enforcing his master's com-
mands. Two or three years previously the Dsassak had
called upon the people of that village for a certain num-
ber of horses and pieces of pulo. They had been neither
willing nor able to comply with his demands, so Dowe,
as a punishment, pulled down half the village, and for-
bade them to rebuild it; hence the miserable appearance
of that place.
The Dsassak declared himself quite ready to help me,
though he seemed rather embarrassed when he heard
that I did not have a pass from the Amban, but only
a " dragon pass " (lung piao) from Peking, for which Mon-
gols and Tibetans entertain but slight respect as they
cannot read it and verify its contents.   I asked him if he
would let me hire some of his people to go with me into
Tibet, and sell or hire me pack-animals. Dow4, the steward,
at once volunteered to go wherever I chose; he had been
three times to Lh'asa, once to Bat'ang, and on another
occasion through the Golok country to Sung-p'an in Ssu-
ch'uan. His experience and well-known courage and ability
made him a most valuable acquisition, and I held out such
golden promises to him that he at once entered into all my
plans and tried to further them as best he could.   In a
day or two I found insuperable difficulties in the way of
my going to Lh'asa. The Dsassak insisted that no party of
less than twenty men could undertake the journey, which
takes about fifty days.  The only man, besides Dow6, who
was willing to go wanted forty taels of silver, no unreason-
able amount, as he would be absent five or six months;
but at this rate my small funds would not hold out, they
would all be spent even before I left the Ts'aidam. Pack-
animals would also be required, there being no provisions
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